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they can say and do if they ever feel threat-
ened. You should teach your children how 
to say no and how to trust their instincts. 
For example, children should know that un-
familiar adults usually would not ask them 
for directions or help. Such a request might 
be a trick to get their attention and, of 
course, to lure them away from safety. 

The handbook also has practical advice 
to help families and communities make 
their homes and their schools and their 
neighborhoods safer. Children should know 
a safe place to seek help if they are ap-
proached by a stranger on their way to 
school or if they’re standing at a bus stop. 

We developed these guidelines with the 
help of Federal agencies and, of course, 
with the National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children. And they’re available 
at the Center’s web site, 
www.missingkids.com. If a mom or a dad 
wants to learn more today about how to 
protect his or her child, go to the web 
site, www.missingkids.com, and learn some 
practical advice and some useful tips. The 
Department of Education will distribute 
the handbook to every public and private 
school in the country, and that’s why our 
Secretary of Education is here. I urge the 
families to get these recommendations and 
to discuss the important safety tips with 
their children. 

Next month we will convene a White 
House Conference on Missing, Exploited, 
and Runaway Children. This forum will 
bring together leading national experts to 
focus on ways parents and communities can 

help shield children from the harm that 
is being done to some today. Recent child 
abductions have understandably left many 
of our families in fear, and the most pro-
ductive response is to improve the safety 
of your child’s environment, on the best 
information and the best advice. Through 
this conference, we’ll provide that advice. 

Our Nation has come to know the names 
and faces of too many wonderful children 
because they’ve been the victims of des-
picable acts of violence, children like 
Danielle van Dam and Samantha Runnion. 
But in our sorrow, we are reminded of 
the incredible ability of all Americans to 
support one another in times of need and 
in times of crisis. Danielle’s mother, Bren-
da, recently exchanged words of comfort 
with Samantha’s mother, Erin, and here’s 
what she said: ‘‘We had a conversation, 
mother to mother, about our daughters, our 
pain, and also our hope that Danielle and 
Samantha are dancing together in heaven.’’ 

No family should ever have to endure 
the terrible pain of losing a child. Our Na-
tion grieves with every family that has suf-
fered unbearable loss, and our Nation will 
fight the threats against our children. We 
can take hopeful and practical steps to im-
prove our children’s safety, and we will take 
those steps together. 

Thank you all very much. May God con-
tinue to protect America’s children. Thank 
you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:35 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. 

Remarks on Signing the Trade Act of 2002 
August 6, 2002 

Well, thank you all very much for that 
warm welcome. Welcome to the people’s 
house as we celebrate a victory for the 
American economy. Last week, the United 
States Congress passed trade promotion au-

thority and renewed and expanded the An-
dean Trade Preference Act. 

Trade is an important source of good 
jobs for our workers and a source of higher 
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growth for our economy. Trade is an im-
portant source of earnings for our farmers 
and for our factories. It creates new oppor-
tunities for our entrepreneurs. Trade ex-
pands choices for America’s consumers and 
raises living standards for our families. And 
now, after 8 years, America is back in the 
business of promoting open trade to build 
our prosperity and to spur economic 
growth. 

I appreciate so very much Vice President 
Cheney’s hard work on this issue. I appre-
ciate Colin Powell and Ann Veneman, who 
ably serve in my Cabinet. I want to particu-
larly thank Don Evans, who’s not with us, 
and Bob Zoellick, members of my Cabinet 
who both worked tirelessly to get the vote 
in the House and then in the Senate, and 
I appreciate Elaine Chao as well. These 
Cabinet Secretaries worked hard for trade. 
They understand the promise of trade, and 
I appreciate their hard work on behalf of 
American workers and farmers. 

I particularly want to thank the Members 
of Congress who are here with us, starting 
with the chairman of the Senate Finance 
Committee, the Senator from Montana, 
Max Baucus. Max did fantastic work to get 
this trade bill through the Senate and was 
then able to work with Chairman Thomas. 
[Laughter] Chairman Thomas was heroic 
in the House. He was steadfast in his sup-
port for trade, and I appreciate his leader-
ship on this issue. And I want to thank 
both Members of the United States Con-
gress, one Democrat, one Republican, who 
put their country ahead of their parties to 
do what was right for the people of this 
country. You two deserve a lot of congratu-
lations. I want to thank Senator Hatch, who 
was a conferee and a member of the Fi-
nance Committee. Thanks for coming, Sen-
ator. I want to thank my fellow Texan Tom 
DeLay, the best vote-counter in the history 
of the United States Congress. [Laughter] 
After all, he was able to triple—[laugh-
ter]—the vote margin on final passage. I 
appreciate so very much Cal Dooley and 
a guy I call ‘‘Jeff,’’ William Jefferson, Con-

gressmen from California and Louisiana, 
and I want to thank them for their work 
as well. They led the Democrats in the 
House of Representatives, many of whom 
are here today, to do what’s right for our 
country. And again, I appreciate your lead-
ership, and I appreciate your work, and 
I appreciate your help. 

I want to thank Embajadora A-Baki from 
Ecuador. I want to thank you for coming. 
I also want to thank Carlos Alzamora from 
Peru and all the other ambassadors who 
are here. I want to appreciate you—appre-
ciate your hard work on sending the mes-
sage of trade to Members of our Congress. 
I want to thank you for your diligence, 
and I want to thank your Presidents for 
their care and concern about this incredibly 
important initiative, not only for Americans 
but for workers all around the world. Thank 
you all for coming. 

With trade promotion authority, the 
trade agreements I negotiate will have an 
up-or-down vote in Congress, giving other 
countries the confidence to negotiate with 
us. Five Presidents before me had this ad-
vantage, but since the authority elapsed in 
1994, other nations and regions have pur-
sued new trade agreements while America’s 
trade policy was stuck in park. With each 
passing day, America has lost trading op-
portunities and the jobs and earnings that 
go with them. Starting now, America is 
back at the bargaining table in full force. 

I will use trade promotion authority ag-
gressively to create more good jobs for 
American workers, more exports for Amer-
ican farmers, and higher living standards 
for American families. Free trade has a 
proven track record for spurring growth 
and advancing opportunity for our working 
families. Exports accounted for roughly 
one-quarter of all U.S. economic growth 
in the 1990s. Jobs in exporting plants pay 
wages that are up to 18 percent higher 
than jobs in nonexporting plants. And our 
two major trade agreements, NAFTA and 
the Uruguay Round, have created more 
choices and lower prices for consumers 
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while raising standards of living for the typ-
ical American family of four by $2,000 a 
year. 

America will build on this record of suc-
cess. A completely free global market for 
agricultural products, for example, would 
result in gains of as much as $13 billion 
a year for American farmers and con-
sumers. Lowering global trade barriers on 
all products and services by even one-third 
could boost the U.S. economy by $177 bil-
lion a year and raise living standards for 
the average family by $2,500 annually. In 
other words, trade is good for the American 
people, and I’m going to use the trade pro-
motion authority to bring these benefits to 
the American people. 

Free trade is also a proven strategy for 
building global prosperity and adding to the 
momentum of political freedom. Trade is 
an engine of economic growth. It uses the 
power of markets to meet the needs of 
the poor. In our lifetime, trade has helped 
lift millions of people and whole nations 
and entire regions out of poverty and put 
them on the path to prosperity. History 
shows that as nations become more pros-
perous, their citizens will demand and then 
can—and can afford a cleaner environment. 
And greater freedom for commerce across 
the borders eventually leads to greater free-
dom for citizens within the borders. 

The members of the diplomatic corps 
with us today understand the importance 
of free trade to their nations’ success. They 
understand that trade is an enemy of pov-
erty and a friend of liberty. I want to thank 
the ambassadors for their role in getting 
this bill passed, especially the Andean am-
bassadors, who are such strong advocates 
for the Andean Trade Preference Act. By 
providing trade preference for products 
from four Andean democracies, we will 
build prosperity, reduce poverty, strengthen 

democracy, and fight illegal drugs with ex-
panding economic opportunity. 

Trade promotion authority gives the 
United States an important tool to break 
down trade barriers with all countries. We’ll 
move quickly to build free trade relation-
ships with individual nations, such as Chile 
and Singapore and Morocco. We’ll explore 
free trade relationships with others, such 
as Australia. The United States will nego-
tiate a Free Trade Area of the Americas 
and pursue regional agreements with the 
nations of Central America and the South-
ern African Customs Union. We’ll move 
forward globally, working with all nations 
to make the negotiations begun last year 
in Doha a success. A little more than a 
week ago, the United States put forward 
a far-reaching proposal to lower worldwide 
agricultural trade barriers. These innovative 
set of ideas can lead to real progress in 
this challenging area. 

Trade gives all nations the hope of shar-
ing in the great economic and social and 
political progress of our age. And trade will 
give American workers the hope that comes 
from better and higher paying jobs. Amer-
ica’s committed to building a world that 
trades in freedom and grows in prosperity 
and liberty. Today we have the tools to 
pursue that vision, and I look forward to 
the work ahead. 

And now it’s my honor and pleasure to 
sign into law the Trade Act of 2002. 

NOTE: The President spoke at noon in the 
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Ivonne A-Baki, Ecua-
dor’s Ambassador to the United States; and 
Carlos Alzamora Traverso, Peru’s Ambas-
sador to the United States. H.R. 3009, ap-
proved August 6, was assigned Public Law 
No. 107–210. 
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